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revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 415.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, rising prescription drug
costs are a concern for so many Ameri-
cans. Skyrocketing costs can result in
some Dpeople postponing or altering
treatment because the necessary drugs
are simply priced out of reach.

One way to help reduce drug costs is
to provide early access to generic
drugs. This legislation we are consid-
ering today will help to do that by en-
suring that exclusivity, which can
delay generics from entering the mar-
ket, is only made available to truly in-
novative products. This will ensure
that drug manufacturers cannot game
the system by simply making small
tweaks to old drugs as a way to block
or delay competition. The legislation
will also codify the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s current approach to
awarding exclusivity.

I thank Representatives SCHRADER
and GUTHRIE for their bipartisan work
on this legislation with Senators CAs-
SIDY, SMITH, and MARSHALL.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
415, the Ensuring Innovation Act. This
legislation is the bipartisan companion
to H.R. 1857 led by Representatives
GUTHRIE and SCHRADER.

This legislation would ensure that
only the most innovative products are
eligible for certain market
exclusivities and would increase the
availability of lower-cost generic
drugs. Great work by these Representa-
tives.

Currently, the FDA grants 5 years of
marketing exclusivity to drug products
determined to be a new chemical enti-
ty. Clarifying what qualifies as a new
chemical entity will prevent drug man-
ufacturers from receiving exclusivity
by making minor changes to existing
drugs, which would block generic com-
petition from the market.

This important bipartisan legislation
will help lower prescription drug prices
while preserving incentives to inno-
vate.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. SCHRA-
DER), a member of the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in support of S. 415, a
bill that has the same policy as my
own and Mr. GUTHRIE’s here in the
House, H.R. 1857, the Protecting Access
to Safe and Effective Medicines Act.

This bill is a simple fix, providing
clarity around the drug approval proc-
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ess by increasing the specificity of the
language companies may use when sub-
mitting these complex and often
lengthy applications. Simply put, uti-
lizing the term ‘‘active ingredient”
opens the unintended opportunity for
pharmaceutical companies to make
minor, relatively nonpharmacological
changes to the same chemical and pre-
vent generic alternatives from coming
to the marketplace. By changing this
language, as this bill does, to ‘“‘active
moiety,” we will be able to close an-
other loophole that can be exploited by
companies to inappropriately obtain
exclusivity and hold back competition
in the marketplace, the key mecha-
nism for lowering drug prices.

While this is good policy, it is one
small piece of the larger drug-pricing
conversation that we need to have. It
demonstrates, yet again, that the poli-
cies to lower drug prices are bipartisan
and bicameral. In fact, there are many
such policies that did not get done in
the last Congress that offer a starting
point for a comprehensive approach ad-
dressing drug pricing, and now is the
time to continue this important work.

I thank my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle for the help in supporting
this important bill before us today, and
I urge its passage.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to pass this great bill. I
commend my colleagues for focusing
on this particular issue, which is just
so important to our constituents.
Again, let’s pass this bill as soon as
possible and get it to the President.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I also
urge support for this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 415.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FRAUD AND SCAM REDUCTION
ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1215) to establish an office within
the Federal Trade Commission and an
outside advisory group to prevent fraud
targeting seniors and to direct the
Commission to include additional in-
formation in an annual report to Con-
gress on fraud targeting seniors, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1215

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Fraud and Scam Reduction Act”.
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(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I-PREVENTING CONSUMER
SCAMS DIRECTED AT SENIORS
Sec. 101. Short title.
Sec. 102. Senior Scams Prevention Advisory
Group.
TITLE II—SENIOR FRAUD ADVISORY
OFFICE
Sec. 201. Short title.
Sec. 202. Office for the Prevention of Fraud
Targeting Seniors.
TITLE III—BUDGETARY EFFECTS
Sec. 301. Budgetary effects.
TITLE I—PREVENTING CONSUMER SCAMS
DIRECTED AT SENIORS
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Stop Senior
Scams Act”’.

SEC. 102. SENIOR SCAMS PREVENTION ADVISORY
GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
Senior Scams Prevention Advisory Group
(referred to in this title as the ‘‘Advisory
Group’’).

(b) MEMBERS.—The Advisory Group shall
be composed of stakeholders such as the fol-
lowing individuals or the designees of those
individuals:

(1) The Chairman of the Federal Trade
Commission.

(2) The Secretary of the Treasury.

(3) The Attorney General.

(4) The Director of the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection.

(5) Representatives from each of the fol-
lowing sectors, including trade associations,
to be selected by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion:

(A) Retail.

(B) Gift cards.

(C) Telecommunications.

(D) Wire-transfer services.

(E) Senior peer advocates.

(F') Consumer advocacy organizations with
efforts focused on preventing seniors from
becoming the victims of scams.

(G) Financial services, including institu-
tions that engage in digital currency.

(H) Prepaid cards.

(6) A member of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System.

(7) A prudential regulator, as defined in
section 1002 of the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5481).

(8) The Director of the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network.

(9) Any other Federal, State, or local agen-
cy, industry representative, consumer advo-
cate, or entity, as determined by the Federal
Trade Commission.

(¢) No COMPENSATION FOR MEMBERS.—A
member of the Advisory Group shall serve
without compensation in addition to any
compensation received for the service of the
member as an officer or employee of the
United States, if applicable.

(d) DUTIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Advisory Group
shall—

(A) collect information on the existence,
use, and success of educational materials and
programs for retailers, financial services,
and wire-transfer companies, which—

(i) may be used as a guide to educate em-
ployees on how to identify and prevent
scams that affect seniors; and

(ii) include—

(I) useful information for retailers, finan-
cial services, and wire transfer companies for
the purpose described in clause (i);

(IT) training for employees on ways to iden-
tify and prevent senior scams;

(ITI) best practices for keeping employees
up to date on current scams;
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(IV) the most effective signage and place-
ment in retail locations to warn seniors
about scammers’ use of gift cards, prepaid
cards, and wire transfer services;

(V) suggestions on effective collaborative
community education campaigns;

(VI) available technology to assist in iden-
tifying possible scams at the point of sale;
and

(VII) other information that would be help-
ful to retailers, wire transfer companies, fi-
nancial institutions, and their employees as
they work to prevent fraud affecting seniors;
and

(B) based on the findings in subparagraph
(A)—

(i) identify inadequacies, omissions, or de-
ficiencies in those educational materials and
programs for the categories listed in sub-
paragraph (A) and their execution in reach-
ing employees to protect older adults; and

(ii) create model materials, best practices
guidance, or recommendations to fill those
inadequacies, omissions, or deficiencies that
may be used by industry and others to help
protect older adults from scams.

(2) ENCOURAGED USE.—The Chairman of the
Federal Trade Commission shall—

(A) make the materials or guidance cre-
ated by the Federal Trade Commission de-
scribed in paragraph (1) publicly available;
and

(B) encourage the use and distribution of
the materials created under this subsection
to prevent scams affecting seniors by govern-
mental agencies and the private sector.

(e) REPORTS.—Section 101(¢)(2) of the Elder
Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act (34
U.S.C. 21711(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(iv), by striking the
period at the end and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(C) with respect to the report by the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, in relevant years, in-
cluding information on—

‘(i) the newly created materials, guidance,
or recommendations of the Senior Scams
Prevention Advisory Group established
under section 102 of the Stop Senior Scams
Act and any relevant views or considerations
made by members of the Advisory Group
that were not included in the Advisory
Group’s model materials or considered an of-
ficial recommendation by the Advisory
Group;

‘(ii) the Senior Scams Prevention Advi-
sory Group’s findings about senior scams and
industry educational materials and pro-
grams; and

‘‘(iii) any recommendations on ways stake-
holders can continue to work together to re-
duce scams affecting seniors.”.

(f) TERMINATION.—This title, and the
amendments made by this title, ceases to be
effective on the date that is 5 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

TITLE II—SENIOR FRAUD ADVISORY
OFFICE
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Seniors
Fraud Prevention Act of 2021°.

SEC. 202. OFFICE FOR THE PREVENTION
FRAUD TARGETING SENIORS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY OFFICE.—
The Federal Trade Commission shall estab-
lish an office within the Bureau of Consumer
Protection for the purpose of advising the
Commission on the prevention of fraud tar-
geting seniors and to assist the Commission
with the following:

(1) OVERSIGHT.—The advisory office shall
monitor the market for mail, television,
internet, telemarketing, and recorded mes-
sage telephone call (hereinafter referred to
as ‘‘robocall”) fraud targeting seniors and
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shall coordinate with other relevant agencies
regarding the requirements of this section.

(2) CONSUMER EDUCATION.—The Commission
through the advisory office shall, in con-
sultation with the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Postmaster General, the Chief Postal Inspec-
tor for the United States Postal Inspection
Service, and other relevant agencies—

(A) disseminate to seniors and families and
caregivers of seniors general information on
mail, television, internet, telemarketing,
and robocall fraud targeting seniors, includ-
ing descriptions of the most common fraud
schemes;

(B) disseminate to seniors and families and
caregivers of seniors information on report-
ing complaints of fraud targeting seniors ei-
ther to the national toll-free telephone num-
ber established by the Commission for re-
porting such complaints, or to the Consumer
Sentinel Network, operated by the Commis-
sion, where such complaints will become im-
mediately available to appropriate law en-
forcement agencies, including the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the attorneys
general of the States;

(C) in response to a specific request about
a particular entity or individual, provide
publically available information of enforce-
ment action taken by the Commission for
mail, television, internet, telemarketing,
and robocall fraud against such entity; and

(D) maintain a website to serve as a re-
source for information for seniors and fami-
lies and caregivers of seniors regarding mail,
television, internet, telemarketing, robocall,
and other identified fraud targeting seniors.

(3) COMPLAINTS.—The Commission through
the advisory office shall, in consultation
with the Attorney General, establish proce-
dures to—

(A) log and acknowledge the receipt of
complaints by individuals who believe they
have been a victim of mail, television, inter-
net, telemarketing, and robocall fraud in the
Consumer Sentinel Network, and shall make
those complaints immediately available to
Federal, State, and local law enforcement
authorities; and

(B) provide to individuals described in sub-
paragraph (A), and to any other persons, spe-
cific and general information on mail, tele-
vision, internet, telemarketing, and robocall
fraud, including descriptions of the most
common schemes using such methods of
communication.

(b) COMMENCEMENT.—The Commission shall
commence carrying out the requirements of
this section not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE III—BUDGETARY EFFECTS
SEC. 301. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1215.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 1215, the Fraud and Scam
Reduction Act. This bipartisan bill was
introduced by Representatives BLUNT
ROCHESTER and WALBERG with strong
bipartisan support of 16 other Mem-
bers. It also incorporates a bill origi-
nally introduced by Representatives
DEUTCH, BUCHANAN, and WELCH.

Reducing scams and fraud is an issue
of utmost importance in every commu-
nity and especially so during these un-
certain and unprecedented times. Right
now, we are seeing the best of human-
ity, but unscrupulous scammers and
fraudsters still abound, seeking to cap-
italize on the confusion and fear that is
out there.

Seniors are especially vulnerable. Ac-
cording to the most recent report from
the Federal Trade Commission, older
adults reported nearly $400 million in
losses from fraud in 2018. It is rare to
recover these losses. We all need to
work together to protect senior citi-
zens from scams before they fall victim
and suffer monetary losses.

Mr. Speaker, this bill establishes a
new senior scams prevention advisory
group composed of relevant govern-
ment agencies and industry representa-
tives to collect and implement best
practices that stop scammers before
they can cause harm. It will also estab-
lish new programs to prevent fraud
that targets seniors. The legislation
will also improve educational mate-
rials on senior scams and make sure
that they are publicly available.

This legislation also establishes an
office at the FTC dedicated to pre-
venting fraud targeting seniors and
monitoring the market for such fraud.
This office will also assist the FTC in
monitoring the market for mail, tele-
vision, internet, and telemarketing
fraud targeting seniors. The office will
also help with consumer education on
fraud targeting seniors.

The bill will help reinforce the ef-
forts of the FTC to prevent fraud and
mitigate the massive losses from fraud
targeting seniors.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important measure, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 1215, the Fraud and
Scam Reduction Act. I want to thank
Representative BLUNT ROCHESTER, my
good friend Representative WALBERG,
and the other members of the Energy
and Commerce Committee for their
tireless work on this important bill.

H.R. 1215 would establish a senior
scams prevention advisory council,
which will create model educational
materials to inform employees of retail
companies and financial institutions
on how to identify and prevent scams.
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This bill would work in concert with
other recently enacted legislation to
provide Americans with the tools they
need to educate and protect themselves
against these bad actors. It is a very
good bill, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Delaware (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER), who is also a mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman PALLONE
for his tireless work to advance this
important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of my bill, H.R. 1215, the Fraud and
Scam Reduction Act. Bad actors prey-
ing on older Americans is unfortu-
nately nothing new, but in the midst of
a global pandemic, cracking down on
those scams must be a priority of the
Federal Government.

That is why I proudly introduced the
bipartisan Fraud and Scam Reduction
Act with my colleagues Mr. WALBERG,
DEUTCH, BUCHANAN, and WELCH.

The bill, as its name suggests, was
aimed at cracking down on these scams
by doing two main things. It would cre-
ate an advisory group under the Fed-
eral Trade Commission made up of gov-
ernment agencies, consumer advocates,
and industry representatives, such as
financial services and retail, to help
identify potential sources of fraud and
create educational materials for our
Nation’s seniors to protect them from
these dangerous schemes. It would also
establish the senior fraud advisory of-
fice, which would give seniors hope in
recovering their assets stolen by
fraudsters and improve our under-
standing of senior fraud by encour-
aging seniors to report this activity.

We are proud to say that the bill has
broad support, including AARP, the
Retail Industry Leaders Association,
Target, Best Buy, Walmart, and West-
ern Union, as well as many more.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most funda-
mental obligations of government is to
protect our citizens. The least we can
do is protect already vulnerable seniors
from being taken advantage of by bad
actors.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans, for their
work in strengthening the bill, and I
urge all of my colleagues to vote in
favor of the measure.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from the great State of
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), my good
friend.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1215, Fraud and Scam Reduction Act,
and thank my colleague and friend,
Representative BLUNT ROCHESTER, as
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well as the Committee on Energy and
Commerce staff for their hard work in
bringing the bill to the floor today.

Sadly, in today’s digital age, scams
targeting seniors and their hard-earned
money are growing in number and so-
phistication.

Every year, scammers steal billions
of dollars from unsuspecting con-
sumers. The effect on victims can be fi-
nancially and emotionally devastating,
and the COVID-19 pandemic has only
made things worse. Safeguarding sen-
iors in Michigan and across the coun-
try needs to be a top priority.

Retailers have diligently worked to
combat these crimes. Their ability to
educate their employees with best
practices and training to recognize the
signs of a scam can make a huge dif-
ference in stopping criminals.

Our bipartisan bill builds upon the
work retailers are doing by creating a
Federal advisory council at the FTC to
create a unified front against criminals
who target our most vulnerable citi-
zens and stop this fraud before it is too
late.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass
H.R. 1215 so we can help stop scammers
from perpetrating a fraud and taking
advantage of our loved ones and our
neighbors.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
Congress to pass this bill and get it to
the President—actually, before that,
we have to get it to the Senate and
pass it immediately to protect our sen-
iors, particularly during this very dif-
ficult time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I also
urge support for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1215, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

————

NICHOLAS AND ZACHARY BURT
MEMORIAL CARBON MONOXIDE
POISONING PREVENTION ACT OF
2021

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1460) to encourage States to re-
quire the installation of residential
carbon monoxide detectors in homes,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
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The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 1460

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Nicholas and
Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon Monoxide
Poisoning Prevention Act of 2021”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless
gas produced by burning any fuel. Exposure
to unhealthy levels of carbon monoxide can
lead to carbon monoxide poisoning, a serious
health condition that could result in death.

(2) Unintentional carbon monoxide poi-
soning from motor vehicles and improper op-
eration of fuel-burning appliances, such as
furnaces, water heaters, portable generators,
and stoves, annually kills more than 400 in-
dividuals and sends approximately 15,000 in-
dividuals to hospital emergency rooms for
treatment.

(3) Research shows that installing carbon
monoxide alarms close to the sleeping areas
in residential homes and other dwelling
units can help avoid fatalities.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Congress should promote the
installation of carbon monoxide alarms in
residential homes and dwelling units across
the United States in order to promote the
health and public safety of citizens through-
out the United States.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM.—The term
‘‘carbon monoxide alarm’ means a device or
system that—

(A) detects carbon monoxide; and

(B) is intended to sound an alarm at a car-
bon monoxide concentration below a con-
centration that could cause a loss of the
ability to react to the dangers of carbon
monoxide exposure.

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

(3) COMPLIANT CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM.—
The term ‘‘compliant carbon monoxide
alarm’ means a carbon monoxide alarm that
complies with the most current version of—

(A) the Standard for Single and Multiple
Station Carbon Monoxide Alarms of the
American National Standards Institute and
UL (ANSI/UL 2034), or any successor stand-
ard; and

(B) the Standard for Gas and Vapor Detec-
tors and Sensors of the American National
Standards Institute and UL (ANSI/UL 2075),
or any successor standard.

(4) DWELLING UNIT.—The term
unit”’—

(A) means a room or suite of rooms used
for human habitation; and

(B) includes—

(i) a single family residence;

(ii) each living unit of a multiple family
residence, including an apartment building;
and

(iii) each living unit in a mixed use build-
ing.

(6) FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS.—
The term ‘‘fire code enforcement officials”
means officials of the fire safety code en-
forcement agency of a State or local govern-
ment or a Tribal organization.

(6) INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.—The term
“IFC” means—

(A) the 2015 or 2018 edition of the Inter-
national Fire Code published by the Inter-
national Code Council; or

(B) any amended or similar successor code
pertaining to the proper installation of car-
bon monoxide alarms in dwelling units.

fol-

‘“‘dwelling



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-06-25T00:07:13-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




